von Neumann’s manuscript (spring 1945)

This is the source material from which I wrote “Von Neumann’s first computer program,”’

published originally in Computing Surveys 2 (1970), 247-260 and republished with corrections
as Chapter 12 of my Selected Papers on Computer Science.

Herman Goldstine found this manuscript in his files and sent me a Xerox copy. It consists

of 23 pages in von Neumann’s hand, together with comments in green that I wrote when
I was studying it in 1968.

Enjoy! — Don Knuth (spring 2021)
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